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About This Weekõs Writer 
 

Joe Jaudon lives in Elyria, Ohio with his wife Darlene and their new 
puppy, Hopeful. They have two grown children.  
 Joe is a buyer for a automotive parts distributor.  Over the years, 
he has frequently worked with youth and singles ministries, and for 
the past fifteen years, heõs led a weekly Bible study for prison 
inmates. Recently, he memorized the entire book of Revelation, and 
taught an 8-week study on the book for adults at his home church.  
 When he has spare time, Joe enjoys kayaking and sailing his 
Hobie catamaran. 
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Sparrowõs-Eye View  
 

Leadership at the Highland Vineyard  
 

Ƌ Nelson Martin is our Associate Pastor at the 
Vineyardñand a newlywed, and a bricklayer! Pray 
that heõll wisely balance his family, ministry, and 
work. Ask God to make him be sensitive to the Holy 
Spirit, and ready to help hurting people.  

 

Your Personal Needs  
 

Ƌ My God will supply all your needs according to his 
glorious riches in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:19) 

Badger Skin  
Daily GodTime Å Monday 

Talking to God  
 

God, I never want to experience suffering, but I know that sometimes itõs part of your will. Show me how to find your goodness, 
even in hard times. 

Journal  
 

 On the outside of the tabernacle that Moses pitched 
in the desert was a badger skin* covering. 
 Now, a badgerõs skin is not a thing of beauty. It is 
dark-colored, and in the heat and dust of a Middle 
Eastern desert, it was probably downright ugly.  
 But its ugliness betrayed the fact that inside the 
door of the tabernacle was beauty and wonder. 
 James also presents us with something that appears 
unsightly as he opens his book on practical Christian 
living: the badger skin of suffering. He says, 
òChristians, when you suffer, consider it joy.ó 
 Now, suffering is not my favorite subject. 
Personally, I didnõt want to become a Christian for that 
reason. Who wants to endure hardship, and then be 
told to rejoice in it? I would rather do everything in my 

Everyday Good  
 

Think of a difficult situation God allowed in your life 
sometime in the past. Can you thank him for the good 
he brought out of it?  

Daily 180  
 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has 
turned to his own way, and the Lord has laid upon 
[Jesus] the iniquity of us all.  (Isaiah 53:6) 

Listening to God  
 

The Main Event:  James 1:2-4. 
Second Thoughts:  Exodus 26:7-14. (God is giving Moses directions for building the tabernacle, a portable place of worship.) 

power to avoid suffering!  
 But as I look back on my Christian experience, I see 
that the greatest times of growth and intimacy with 
God happened when I was hurting. When I was single 
and wanted a life companion . . . when I saw my 
business fail after working twelve hours a day for ten 
years to build it . . . when I had to begin a new job at 
age forty, a time when most men are òhitting their 
stride.ó For two years after that, I constantly 
questioned myself and my ability to provide for my 
family.  
 Yet during these times of pain I learned the most 
about depending on God. I decidedñafter agonizing 
uncertaintiesñthat no matter what he allowed in my 
life, I would still trust and serve him.  
 In Old Testament times, once you got past the 
badger skin on the outside of the tabernacle, there was 

Love Letter  
 

Arise, O Lord! Lift up your hand, O God. Do not 
 forget the helpless. 
Why does the wicked man revile God? Why does he 
 say to himself, òHe wonõt call me to account?ó 
But you, O God, do see trouble and grief; you consider 
 it to take it in hand.  
The victim commits himself to you; you are the helper 
 of the fatherless. 
You hear, O Lord, the desire of the afflicted; you 
 encourage them, and you listen to their cry, 
Defending the fatherless and the oppressed, in order 
 that man, who is of the earth, may terrify no more.  
(Psalm 10, selected verses) 
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