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and his work can be seen monthly in Boundless
(www.boundless.org). George is also a theatre artist who teaches
drama workshops, tells stories, and directs plays.

George loves God, breezy fall days, cold cereal, telling jokes, |
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(§Talking to God

God, help me not to judge other people when they screw up, knowing that I do the same things all the time! Give me grace to

regard them as fellow souls, created in the image of God.

Love Letter

In my distress I called to the Lord; I cried to my God
for help . . . my cry came before Him.

The earth trembled and quaked, and the foundations of
the mountains shook; they trembled because he
was angry.

He parted the heavens and came down; dark clouds
were under his feet.

He mounted the cherubim and flew; he soared on the
wings of the wind.

He made darkness his covering, his canopy around
him — the dark rain clouds of the sky.

Out of the brightness of his presence clouds advanced,
with hailstones and bolts of lightning.

He reached down from on high and took hold of me;
he drew me out of deep waters.

He rescued me from my powerful enemy, from my
foes, who were too strong for me.

He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued
me because he delighted in me!

(Psalm 18:6-18, selected verses)

Daily 180

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is
evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when
you speak and justified when you judge. . . . Create in
me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit
within me. (Psalm 51:4, 10)

Everyday Good

How have the pastors and spiritual leaders at the
Vineyard ministered to you? Thank God for
empowering them to show you love and grace.

Spar r-ByeView
Leadership at the Highland Vineyard

= Ask God to guide Jim and Kim Sparks as they lead
the Vineyard’s youth ministry (while also working
full-time). Pray that the teens will have open hearts
to learn from Jim and Kim's example.

= Candi Ames oversees our Kids’ Connection
children’s ministry. Pray that she’ll find dedicated,
Godly volunteers to teach. Ask the Lord to keep her
passion strong for helping kids discover Jesus.

Your Personal Needs

»= Those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they
will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not
be faint. (Isaiah 40:31)

" Listening to God

The Main Event:  James 3:1-2.
Second Thoughts: John 8:1-11.

Journal

Ah, the joys of substitute teaching. I was
babysitting a Chemistry class when I looked up from
The Ragamuffin Gospel to see one of the kids reading a
less edifying publication. Actually, I use the term
“reading” loosely —he was showing off Maxim to his
friends.

“Matt,” I said, full of righteous indignation, “put
that away!”

Matt and the guy behind him rolled all four of their
collective eyeballs. “Come on, Mr. H,” he said (wink-
wink, nudge-nudge), “lay off! You know you wanna
look.”

“No ... Ireally don’t,” I said, in measured tones.

“Why not?”
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“Because it's degrading to women and I don’t need
that crap in my mind!” I snapped.

“Mr. H, don’t you like these pictures?” He flashed
the cover.

I have plenty of testosterone, thanks. Of course I
like them; I just know better! But I couldn’t muster the
courage to say that. So in my best shame-on-you voice,
I said, “What would your future wife think if she saw
you comparing her to an airbrushed, half-silicone
supermodel? [ want to stay pure.”

What's a horny high school junior supposed to
say? I picked up my book. Matt put Maxim in his
binder to wait for a less-prudish teacher, and began a
group discussion on the female anatomy.

I was pretty proud of myself. “That was
impressive, wasn’t it, God?” 1 thought. “I just
proclaimed righteousness and virtue! I talked about
you in public school!”

“Uh, one problem, George,” said God. “You didn’t
do either of those things.”

Actually, I heaved a boulder of judgment, and with
pharisaical* accuracy, implanted it as an obstacle
between Matt and Jesus. I didn’t tell him to put away
the magazine
because I loved Matt
and grieved for his
sin. I got shocked
and appalled by a
picture (that in a
weaker moment, I
would have enjoyed
myself)—and  put
the focus on that

I heaved a boulder of
judgment, and with
pharisaical accuracy,
implanted it as an
obstacle between
Matt and Jesus.

instead of Matt.

In Jesus’ day, the Pharisees were never above using
a pawn to show off their holiness. In today’s Second
Thoughts, the plan was to get one of their cronies in
bed with a member of the oldest profession. They’d let
the man slink away, drag the woman in front of Jesus,
and make the “Messiah” decide what to do. According
to Old Testament Law, this chick should be stoned to
death.

But here was the dilemma: if Jesus picked up a
rock, the Romans would sic him for an unauthorized
execution. If he turned her loose, he would be
disobeying Scripture. Either way, the Pharisees could
parade their righteousness while messing with the
Holy Roller. So down went the woman, pushed into
the dust . . . and they waited for Jesus to hang himself
on his own words. But instead, he doodled in the dirt.

Nobody’s sure what He wrote. Some think it was
sins —with names! In any case, the message was clear.
“Look, Pharisee-types. You claim to be Israel’s teachers,
but that only means you'll get it worse when my Father
judges you. In the mean time, how can you judge
anybody else with all this sin on your conscience?”**

The Pharisees’” mamas didn’t raise no fools. Who
wants to hang around while somebody points out your
sins? Stones dropped to the ground as they slithered
back under their rocks.

Now stop for a minute. Pretend you don’t know
how the story ends. Ask yourself, “What should Jesus
do at this point?” He’s left alone with an adulteress. I
think he should deliver a twenty-minute hellfire
sermon on sin; a guilt trip guaranteed to keep her off
the streets tonight!

But Jesus always reserved his condemning words
for “righteous” types. To this “sinner,” he showed
grace—chasing away her would-be executioners—
before he mentioned justice.

Then he only needed one sentence of rebuke: “Go
now and leave your life of sin.”

The next time one of my little delinquents pulls out
a dirty magazine, I'm not going to expect a sinner to act
like he knows Jesus. I'm going to look down at the
writing in the dust, remember what I'm capable of, and
treat him like a fellow beggar who needs a grace-
handout.

I might not look quite as spiritual that way. But I
also won't need to bring along a stone. A

Along the Journey

Father, help me leave the judgments to you, and focus on
fixing my own faults. I want to accept people where they are,
putting compassion for sinners before condemnation of sin.

*0Pharisaical 6 means olike a
**These ideas are drawn part2.y
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(§Talking to God

Father, remind me about the power of wordsfi to kill and destroy, or to create and heal.

Love Letter

To the faithful you show yourself faithful, to the
blameless you show yourself blameless,

To the pure you show yourself pure, but to the crooked
you show yourself shrewd.

[God’s] way is perfect; the word of the Lord is flawless.

He is a shield for all who take refuge in him.

It is God who arms me with strength and makes my
way perfect.

He makes my feet like the feet of a deer; he enables me
to stand on the heights.

He trains my hands for battle; my arms can bend a bow
of bronze.

You give me your shield of victory, and your right
hand sustains me; you stoop down to make me
great.

You broaden the path beneath me, so that my ankles do
not turn.  (Psalm 18, selected verses)

Daily 180

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is
evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when
you speak and justified when you judge. . . . Create in
me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit
within me. (Psalm 51:4, 10)

Everyday Good

Has God used your gifts to enrich the lives of other
people? Thank him the privilege of touching souls with
your abilities.

Spar r-ByeView
People in Your Life
= Today, pray for the five friends you picked for your
prayer list. Pull out the Week 1 booklet and flip to

Tuesday’s Daily GodTime if you need to refer to
their names.

Your Personal Needs

* Those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they
will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not
be faint. (Isaiah 40:31)

" Listening to God

The Main Event:  James 3:3-6.
Second Thoughts: John 1:1-5,10-1 4. ( 60 The

Journal

The world was created with a word.

Formlessness took shape and darkness became
brilliance when Yahweh spoke. Stars and galaxies; land
and water; sky and clouds were called into existence by
the utterance of God.

Trees and hummingbirds sprang from the
reverberations as Angels thrilled to the beauty and
power of that great poem! Jesus himself wrought order
from chaos and crafted the Laws of Physics to support
his handiwork, then instituted a moral law founded in
his own changeless nature.

rdé is Johnds way of refe

Finally, the Almighty unveiled his crowning
achievement; the creature made in his own image and
just a little lower than the angels. The time had come to
form a human from the dust . . . and animate him with

the very breath of God.

The world was destroyed by a word.

Really, there is no comparison between the creative
utterances of God and the hissing emesis of Satan. But
for lack of a better term, we'll say that yes, Satan
belched his lies in words, and Eve deceived Adam with
words, and Adam made vain attempts to excuse
himself with words.
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God gave people voices to praise and free will so
they might love. But in a moment, we destroyed
everything God had lovingly built. The Garden was
closed and death entered the world through nothing
more than words.

Adam and Eve’s line of liars, gossips, and hotheads
has been unbroken through history. Words have
started wars, shattered friendships, generated
misery . . . incited murder. Speech has proven to be our
best means for demolishing everything good in life.

The worst thing you can do to a person may not be
killing her. Sometimes, it's creating a living hell with
your words.

The world was saved by the Incarnate Word.

Everything God said, Christ embodied. God spoke
Law; Jesus lived it out in every detail. God spoke grace;
Jesus died and rose again.

“Greater love has no man than this, that he lay
down his life for his friends.”

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they

do.”
The Divine Word “I am the

incarnated faith and resurrection and the

. . life; he who believes
salvation. Whatis ;" . i sever

yourvoice speaking die”
into existence? Greater  words
have never been
spoken. As Christ’s life gave them flesh, they brought
salvation into existence.

The world can still
words.

I've been worn down, burned out, and made
miserable by thoughtless mouths. In junior high I ran a
daily gauntlet of insults about my appearance. My
college years in drama ministry were rendered
unpleasant by self-proclaimed theatre critics who could
compile whole lists of negative comments about a
production. I always wondered why I felt insecure
around one of my best friends —until I realized that in
the name of being funny, we were cutting each other
down all the time.

But a little encouragement is enough to bring
someone back from the brink of hopelessness. I can’t
count the “down days” that have been made better by
an encouraging e-mail. Being told I am loved is one of
the things that makes life worth living.

Really, speaking a word is an act of incarnation —
granting a life of its own to nothing more substantial
than a thought. You can create beauty; breathe life into
truth . . . or leave misery in your wake.

The Divine Word incarnated faith and salvation.
What is your voice speaking into existence? A

e saved or destroyed by

Along the Journey

Father, may the words I speak and the way I live them
proclaim your truth. Guide me to speak encouragement, love,
and grace in a way that gives flesh to these words in the lives
of others. Through the power of your Holy Spirit, amen.
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(§Talking to God

God, teach me to respond appropriately when people sin against me. The next time someone uses words that wound, show me

how to resolve the situation in a God-pleasing way.

Love Letter

The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies
proclaim the work of his hands.

Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night
they display knowledge.

There is no speech or language where their voice is not
heard.

Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to
the ends of the world.

In the heavens [God] has pitched a tent for the sun.. . .

It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit
to the other. (Psalm 19:1-6, selected verses)

Daily 180

Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is
evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when
you speak and justified when you judge. . . . Create in
me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit
within me. (Psalm 51:4, 10)

Everyday Good

Do you have a healthy body? A sound mind? Thank
God for those awesome gifts!

Sp ar r-Bye Yiew
Vineyard Ministries

* Today, talk to God about the ALPHA class, a place
for people to learn about the basics of Christianity.
Our hope is that participants will grow closer to
Jesus through the experience.

= Pray for the 2008 edition of Christmas Presence. This
dramatic production will tour to area churches and
ministries in December, helping people experience
the love of the Incarnation in a fresh way. Ask God
to give the cast many opportunities to perform. Pray
that he will use their work for his purposes!

Your Personal Needs

* Those who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they
will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not
be faint. (Isaiah 40:31)

" Listening to God

The Main Event:  James 3:7-8.

Second Thoughts: Matthew 18:15-17. (Jesus is giving instructions to his disciples about resolving conflicts.)

Journal

Someday, the basement of my parents’ house will
be an archeologist’s dream.

That cellar used to be a leaky hole, good for
nothing but the washing machine and waterbugs. Then
a few years ago, my Dad waterproofed the place. In the
process, he not only sealed the walls, but tore up half
the floor and repoured the concrete. I'm convinced the
objects embedded in the floor will fascinate future
historians!

See, my Dad is a cheapskate. (Like father, like son.)
So to save money, he dumped broken hunks of cement

and whatever else was handy into his concrete forms.
When his garbage barrel was full and he needed to get
rid of some trash, he threw that in, too. Who knows
what evil lurks in the subterranean depths? I know for
a fact there’s torn plastic sheeting, books, and clothes
hangers in the cement.

My sister thinks there are bodies down there.

But perhaps I shouldn’t find the situation quite so
amusing. My Dad isn’t the only one who likes burying
things under the floor.

I hate conflict. So if somebody hurts me or ticks me
off, it’s easier to pretend it never happened than to face
it head-on. I prefer to bury the matter under the
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floor . . . ignore it and hope it'll go away.

Let’s say I become the topic of gossip. Well, that’s
no big deal—it’s happened before; not worth calling
folks on it. Or maybe someone blows it in their
responsibilities to a ministry I'm leading. I'll just
quietly find another person to do the job—heaven
forbid that I tell
someone she
screwed up. Perhaps
one of my “friends” is letting me do all the work of
maintaining the relationship and treating me like dirt.
It's my own fault if I don’t get things straightened out
(or find a new friend). But I probably won't!

You'd think the stuff buried in my parents’
basement was safely sealed in concrete, never to be
seen again. But already, there are a few fault lines
opening up—just tiny flaws. Someday, I may see a
piece of ancient milk jug through a crack. In fact, I
wonder if Dad’s money-saving techniques caused the
flaws in the first place!

It’s the same story when I dodge problems. When I
led a drama group during college, I had an actress who
missed a bunch of rehearsals without calling. But I
wussed out of saying anything—until one night, I
ended up with two disgruntled actors on my hands
who couldn’t do a thing unless she graced us with her
presence.

Oh, I felt very mature when I said, “It's no big
deal.” I thought I was pretty danged humble, thank
you very much. But really, it was a subtle form of
pride! It takes a lot more guts to admit that someone
caused me pain—to say to a person, “You offended me,
and here’s why” —than to sweep it under the rug.*

Jesus’ conflict resolution strategy in today’s Second
Thoughts doesn’t involve any burials in concrete. It’s
simple —you talk to the person who offended you one
on one. It's one sure step you can take towards Tongue
Taming . . . because confronting sin beats burying it in
cement every time.

Now, before you call the police on my Dad, I
should tell you there aren’t really bodies in his
basement. But if I don’t deal with people-problems as
they happen, I might leave some relationship-carcasses
in my wake. When the anger or frustration I've buried
finally bursts through the concrete . . . the results are
never pretty. A

| hate conflict.

*When you confront sin, itds vital t

offender in love yet, spend more time talking things over with God first.

[o]

Along the Journey

Father, when someone sins against me, give me the humility

to admit |l dve been hurt, and
person who6s done me wrong. Ke
in the basement!

do it in a spirit of Ilovel! I f you candt appt
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(§Talking to God

Lord, teach me to forgive. Help me to release bitterness instead of letting it poison my speech and my soul.

Love Letter

O Lord, the King rejoices in your strength. How great
is his joy in the victories you give!

You have granted him the desire of his heart and have
not withheld the request of his lips.

You welcomed him with rich blessings and placed a
crown of pure gold on his head.

He asked you for life, and you gave it to him —length
of days, for ever and ever!

Through the victories you gave, his glory is great; you
have bestowed on him splendor and majesty.

Surely you have granted him eternal blessings and
made him glad with the joy of your presence.

For the king trusts in the Lord; through the unfailing
love of the Most High he will not be shaken.

Be exalted, O Lord, in your strength; we will sing and
praise your might. (Psalm 21:1-7, 13)

Daily 180

Come, let us return to the Lord. He has torn us to
pieces [in judgment] but he will heal us; he has injured
us but he will bind up our wounds. As surely as the
sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the . . .
rains that water the earth. (Hosea 6:1, 3)

Everyday Good

What are your favorite things about the fall? Thank
God for this new season.

Spar r-bye¥Yiew
Missions

= A group from the Highland Vineyard is planning a
short-term missions trip to Guatemala. Pray that
God will supply the funds they need, keep them safe
on the journey, and provide opportunities to tell
people about Jesus while they’re in the country.

= Another team hopes to travel to Naomi House in
June. Ask God to provide for their financial needs
and ministry opportunities! ( See Thur sd
from Week 1 to learn more about Naomi House.)

Your Personal Needs

= Hear, O Lord, my righteous plea; listen to my cry.
Give ear to my prayer—it does not rise from
deceitful lips. May my vindication come from you;
may your eyes see what is right. (Psalm 17:1-2)

Listening to God

The Main Event:  James 3:9-12.
Second Thoughts: Matthew 18:1-5, 21-35.

Journal

I suspect our friend Peter was a tad upset in
Matthew 18:21.

I can’t be sure from what it says in the Bible.
Maybe Peter inquired about forgiveness out of the
goodness of his heart. But I bet he was a little hot under
the collar —and I think I know why.

Take a look back at Matthew 18:1, where Peter and
the boys are discussing who will be Top Dog in the
Kingdom of Heaven.* Apparently, all of the disciples
were all sure that when the Kingdom came, they’d rate
front-row seats.

So maybe Peter’s thoughts ran something like this:
“That loser John—the one who says he’s ‘the disciple
Jesus loves’—he thinks h e §osina be the greatest! Fat
chance. He'll never take my spot; I'm Jesus’ right-hand
man. I'm gettin’ tired of forgiving John’s crap.”

In short, Peter wanted an excuse to hold a grudge.
So in pious tones, he approached Jesus and asked,
“How many times do I have to forgive that bum John —
I mean, my brother —when he blows it?” Peter did
some mental math and realized this was the eighth
time he’d been jerked around. “How about seven
times?”

“Why don’t you multiply by seventy?” responded
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Jesus.

Peter had forgotten something Jesus taught in his
Sermon on the Mount: when you harbor bitterness
against another person, you're committing Murder by
Mouth (Matthew 5:21-22).

It's inevitable: If you hate a person, it's going to
come out. Your bitter thoughts may stay buried in
cement for a while, but sooner or later, they’ll push
their way to the surface! At that point, you'll probably
do just what our Main Event tells you not to do—
blaspheme the name of God by cursing someone made
in his image.

God did something completely unique when he
created humans: he made us like him! That's why we can
love, feel, and think. We're not intelligent animals,
we’re more like angels with sin issues.

So when someone takes a human life, the OId
Testament prescribes capital punishment. Why? That
killer has cursed the name of God by ending the
existence of a creature made in his likeness. Peter was
in danger of doing the same thing if he hated a fellow
disciple in his heart. That's why in today’s Second
Thoughts, Jesus emphasized forgiveness in such a
dramatic fashion.

For me, it's an ongoing struggle to let go of the
hurts I carry. Just before I wrote this Journal, a “friend”
said some unkind things about the 20-Minute
Challenge—which he hadn’'t even read yet. At
minimum, I wanted to flip my insulting “friend” the
bird.

But according to James, if I won't forgive the
offense—if I commit Murder by Mouth instead of
releasing the hate—I can’t call myself a worshipper of
God.

Ocean  waves

Your affection for  don't become spring
water when the

t he Al mighLNaYhuppoﬁ'@lo,t
be genuine when and my tongue can't

you hate a soul tell God how great

. he is one minute,
he died to save. then  curse  his

creation the next.
I'm lying to God on Sunday if I walk out of church and
start a gossip session!

So it’s time to ask yourself a question. Are you a
killer, or a forgiver?

If you've been committing Murder by Mouth, you
have some unfinished business with God before you
write Him a Love Letter in tomorrow’s GodTime.
Today’s Main Event is clear: your affection for the
Almighty can’t be genuine when you hate a soul he
died to save. A

*The o0discussion6 wiacsmpaee dark &3B-B4ywhie:netella r
the same story from a slightly different perspective.

Along the Journey

Fat her , forgiveness seems
asking you for the strength to cancel the debts people owe me.
Help me to stop murdering with my mouth so that I can
praise you with purity.

Jument
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(§Talking to God

Jesus, teach me the true wisdom that comes from having a humble spirit, just like you. Keep me from acting out of selfishness

and pride.

Love Letter

You who fear the Lord, praise him!

He has not despised or disdained the suffering of the
afflicted one;

He has not hidden his face from him but has listened to
his cry for help.

All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the
Lord,

And all the families of the nations will bow down
before him,

For dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the
nations.

Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told
about the Lord.

They will proclaim his righteousness to a people yet
unborn —for he has done it.

(Psalm 22:22-31, selected verses)

Daily 180

Come, let us return to the Lord. He has torn us to
pieces [in judgment] but he will heal us; he has injured
us but he will bind up our wounds. As surely as the
sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the . . .
rains that water the earth. (Hosea 6:1, 3)

Everyday Good

Has a story ever enriched your life? Has music moved
you to tears, or a dance performance refreshed your
soul? Today, thank God for the arts.

Spar r-ByeView
Leadership of Our Nation and Community

= If you live in Louisville, you're represented in
Congress by Representative John Yarmuth. Pray that
he’ll make wise decisions as he votes on issues and
attends to the business of his office.

* Your local school board is entrusted with the
education of our children—one of the most vital
functions in society. Pray that each member of the
board will honor God through his or her work.

Your Personal Needs

= Hear, O Lord, my righteous plea; listen to my cry.
Give ear to my prayer—it does not rise from
deceitful lips. May my vindication come from you;
may your eyes see what is right. (Psalm 17:1-2)

" Listening to God

The Main Event:  James 3:13-18.
Second Thoughts: [ Corinthians 1:18-31.

Journal

My outlook on ministry started to change at 3:00 in
the morning somewhere on the Indiana Toll Road.

Our drama group from Moody Bible Institute had
just performed at a church in Pennsylvania, and we
were halfway back to school. In the middle of a late-
night theological discussion, the topic of motives for
ministry came up. Instantly, I knew I was in trouble.

All my fellow actors had very spiritual-sounding
reasons for being in the group. Personally, I just loved
applause. Well —applause, and spotlights, and pats on

the back, and feeling superior to those future pastors
and missionaries who were so dull on stage. That was
the root of it—I wanted to be special and perhaps a bit
of a rebel; to stand out from the crowd. I longed to be
“Better Than.”

You can imagine that my participation in our pre-
performance prayers —that we would be “invisible” so
God could work —was pretty half-hearted.

But then at three in the morning, while I was
curled up next to the spare tire unsuccessfully feigning
sleep, Trina asked, “So, George . . . why are you in
drama ministry?”
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Like I said, that’s when I knew I was in trouble.

I reluctantly told her. I'm not sure why, but I
spilled all the gory details —my pride, my half-hearted
“ministry,” my impurity at heart. Then I braced for the
coming lecture — or maybe that open-mouthed, deer-in-
the-headlights stare that theologically incorrect
statements earn you at Bible college.

But Trina just nodded her head. “I used to think

that way,” she said

ODonot ab ugGes. “Sanktimes,
opportunity for the IsﬁﬂTd_O-" . t
e rina began to

SP irit to Change tell me her story.
lives so you can Really, she wasn't a

f eel s p e cdhrigtign whén she

came to Moody. Her
pastor-dad pushed her into ministry, but she didn’t
accept Jesus as her Forgiver and Leader until halfway
through freshman year of college.

Soon, she realized there was a very important
decision to make. Now that she truly understood what
Jesus had sacrificed for her, she couldn’t keep
cramming Bible knowledge because that’s what Dad
wanted. She couldn’t “minister” through theatre
because she loved applause. She needed to do a
complete 180, from bowing for applause to bowing
before Jesus; from desiring greatness to desiring God.

And that’s when I knew I was, indeed, in trouble,
because she wasn’t telling me this story for her health.
“George,” she said, “God changed my heart. But he
can’t change yours unless you let him. And if you
won’t . . . well, you need to find a new line of work.
Don’t abuse an opportunity for the Spirit to change
lives so you can feel special.”

In my first year at Moody, I'd crammed a lot of
Bible knowledge into my head, but not much of God’s
wisdom. The Greek word sophos (wisdom), which is the
focus of today’s Second Thoughts, doesn’t refer to
someone with a Bible college degree. It implies a
person who knows God and applies his
commandments to life.

Fast forward to the present. I still love applause too
much. Sometimes, I still want to be “Better Than.”
There are occasions when I step down from a stage and
feel like my evening isn’t complete if I don’t collect six
compliments and a dozen roses.

But seven years ago in the back of a cargo van, I
finally admitted to God that I was a proud, selfish jerk.
I let him begin the lifelong process of changing my
heart with genuine wisdom—the kind that results in
pure, humble service. He's still doing it now.

If He’s not doing it in you, it's only because you're
too busy being “Better Than” to let God work. A

Along the Journey

Lord, change my heart to
be consumed with selfish ambition anymore. Give me the
strength to perform acts of humble service, where the
applause comes from my Audience of One.

The 20-Minute Challenge = Week 4 = 12
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(§Talking to God

God, please show me one key principle from James 3 that I should apply in my life this week.

Love Letter

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.

He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me
beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.

He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s
sake.

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow
of death,

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and
your staff, they comfort me.

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies.

You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of
my life,

And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

(Psalm 23)

Daily 180

Come, let us return to the Lord. He has torn us to
pieces [in judgment] but he will heal us; he has injured
us but he will bind up our wounds. As surely as the
sun rises, he will appear; he will come to us like the . . .
rains that water the earth. (Hosea 6:1, 3)

Everyday Good

Thank God for his law, which flows out of his very
nature! Sometimes, we think of morality as
burdensome, but if we didn’t have guidelines to follow,
our lives and society would be in a state of anarchy.

Spar r-ByeView
Your Family

* Today, prayer for your immediate family —parents
and siblings; spouse and children. Ask God to guide
each of those people into a deeper friendship with
him.

Your Personal Needs

* Hear, O Lord, my righteous plea; listen to my cry.
Give ear to my prayer—it does not rise from

deceitful lips. May my vindication come from you;
may your eyes see what is right. (Psalm 17:1-2)

Listening to God

The Main Event:  James 3:1-18.

There are no Second Thoug
Journal

It ds Saturday again .

I nstead, wedl | spend a | it

two things to think about:

= A Backwards Glance. Read through this week’s
Along the Journey entries. How have you grown
closer to your Best Friend?

= Real Wisdom. Reflect for a minute about what
these verses should mean in your life. 6 Wh o i
and understanding among you? Let him show it by his
good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from
wisdom. But if you harbor bitter envy or selfish

hts 1in
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todayds GodTi me.
ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny

t he trut hél4) What needs toZhadgd so
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of pride and boasting? Write about it in today’s
Along the Journey. A
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Father, thank you lowering yourself to be friends with mef a
tiny speck in a huge universe! Show me how to practice that
same kind of genuine humility.

he
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